Essay 2 for Introduction to Philosophy

The first essay requires you to present and evaluate either one theory of truth or ore theory of mind in more detail. You only need to address one of the two topics that are presented below. Both ask you to address a specific question related to one of the movies we have discussed in class. Both follow the same format, and they will be evaluated using the rubric provided below. If you have any questions, please let me know. You are also required to use at least two specific passages from some the assigned readings to support your work. Failure to do so will result in a 10% reduction in the total points possible.

An outline for this is due April 30, 2007. The paper will be due May 7, 2007.

Option 1
Present an argument supporting whether you believe the and Artie Strauss and Jud  Steiner in the movie Compulsion were free to commit the murder of the Pauly Kessler or whether their actions were determined. The attorney John Wilkes argues that the lives of Artie and Jud led them to murder Pauly and they were not free to do otherwise. Wilkes presented part of his argument taking a hard determinist position. Your position must be supported by one of the three theories on free will. You will need to present the theory and argument to support it, an argument to support your position on the topic, and a criticism of the theory and explain how this criticism would affect your position.

Option 2
State and defend whether you think Terry Malloy (Marlon Brando) in the movie On the Waterfront ought to testify before the Crime Commission. This is an ethical issue because you will be defending a claim about what ought to be done and in defending this claim you cannot rely merely on the facts of the situation. You will need to base your position on a claim of values as expressed by a specific ethical theory. In defending your position you will need to 1)  present one ethical theory ; 2) what process this theory follows in determining whether an action is morally correct,; 3) clarify how this supports your claim about what Terry ought to do; and 4) identify and explain a criticism of your position (the criticism may be directed to the theory or your argument).

The rubric below will be used to evaluate the essay.

	The Theory (50)
	
	
	

	State the basic idea of the theory (0-10)
	No statement is presented (0-4)
	A statement is presented, but it is unclear (5-7)
	A clear statement is presented (8-10)

	Analyze the basic idea (0-20)
	Several points are is not identified (0-10) 
	All points presented but not clearly stated (11-15)
	All points clearly presented (16-20) 

	Explain points (0-20)
	Three or more explanations are inaccurately (0-10)
	One or two points are not accurately explained (11-15)
	All points are clearly explained (16-20) 

	Argument Supporting Theory/How  Theory Determines Morally Correct Acts (80)
	
	
	

	Premises and conclusion are presented/points of theory-p[rocess (0-30)
	No statement of points is presented (0-16) 
	Pointss identified but unclearly presented (17-23)
	Points accurately and clearly explained (24-30)

	Argument is explained (0-50) 
	Points of the argument are merely listed (0-25)
	Preliminary explanation is provided (26-39)
	Argument accurately and clearly explained (40-50)

	Position and Justification  of Position (60)
	
	
	

	Position is clearly stated (0-10)
	No statement is presented (0-4)
	A statement is presented, but it is unclear (5-7)
	A clear statement is presented (8-10)

	Justification (0-50)
	No argument to justify position is presented (0-25)
	A preliminary argument listing premises is offered or the argument is unclear (26-39)
	A clearly stated and well-developed justification is presented (40-50) 

	Criticism (40)
	
	
	

	Criticism stated explained(0-20)
	No criticism is presented (0-10)
	Criticism is presented but inaccurately or unclearly explained (11-15)
	Criticism clearly explained (16-20)

	Explanation Impact on Position (0-20)
	No explanation of why the criticism may call the position into question (0-10)
	Unclear explanation of the impact of the criticism on position (11-15)
	Clear, accurate explanation of why the criticism may call the position into question (16-20)

	Overall (0-20)
	
	
	

	(Failure to include two references to assigned material is 20  point deduction) 
	The paper has two or more areas that are unacceptable (0-10)
	The paper has one unacceptable areas or two or more that are incomplete (11-15)
	The paper has no unacceptable areas and one or zero incomplete areas (16-20)


