	Theories of Truth
	Basic Idea
	Basic Argument
	Criticisms

	Correspondence Theory of Truth
	A belief is true when it matches a fact; a fact is the actual state of affairs in the world (It is hot is true when it is really hot outside.)
	1. Truth has to rely on something outside of the belief
2. This is either consistent with other beliefs or correspond to external fact

3. Being consistent with other beliefs is not relying on something outside of belief

Therefore, correspondence is basis of truth
	1. Knowing the facts rests on perception that is not always accurate
2. No every belief we accept as true has a corresponding fact (e.g. moral facts)

	Coherence Theory of Truth
	A belief is true when it fits within a system or body of accepted beliefs (It is hot outside as long it fits with other beliefs such as my senses give me accurate information about the world and my senses tell me it feels warm)
	1. If there are true beliefs with no facts, then truth must lie within the beliefs.
2. There are true beliefs that do not have corresponding facts.

3. Truth must lie within belief itself.

4. True beliefs are consistent (correlate with one another) and comprehensive (incorporate as many other beliefs as possible)

Therefore, coherence theory is basis of truth
	1. There can be more than one consistent set or system of beliefs (and we would have no way to tell which is true)
2. Some beliefs will not have justification but must still accept them to make system consistent (e.g. logical truths)

	Pragmatic Theory of Truth
	A belief is true as long as it helps us achieve what we want to do; a true belief is one that is verifiable (It is hot out is true if it helps us decide that it is appropriate to wear)
	1. Focus in our lives is on achieving desired ends (getting what we want)
2. Truth should reflect this desire

3. Getting what we want will depending on acting on certain beliefs

4. Those beliefs that help us get what we want are true; those that do not help us are false

Therefore, helping us achieve what we want is the basis of true
	1. Truth is made by people; tend to think truth is independent or objective of personal viewpoints
2. We cannot verify everything we think is true; true beliefs are only conditionally true


